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Shereefian Empire in this way, and that it would have
been far better if France had exercised control every-
where except in Tangier and the Spanish presidios.
Neither the exact nor even the approximate figures of
enlistments from the French zone can be obtained.
But it would be most interesting to know them, and I
am convinced for reasons I have just stated that the
figure must be a very Mgh one.
Of one thing there is no doubt. It is this. The
Berber troops in Spain have turned the scales in favour
of the Nationalists. Brave, skilful fighters, used to
hardship and a severe climate, they could always be
relied upon, for the picture drawn by several corre-
spondents of poor shivering black men unable to fight
owing to the cold is as fanciful as a fairy tale. The
climate in the Riff and the Jibala is in winter severe,
and the tribesmen may well be classed as the Spartans
of North Africa.